





language classroom. This could be one of the reasons to neglect the
. use of literature at this level. Another reason might be the lack of

knowledge and practice in using approaches to teach literature at this
level.

A number of studies have pointed to the positive effect of using
literary. texts in teaching English as a second or foreign language.
Literary texts have richer and more varied language because they are
not created for the specific purpose of teaching. Therefore, students
" are exposed to natural standard and non-standard forms of the variety
of English.

- Therefore, the purpose of this study is to determine the beliefs and
~ perceptions of EFL high school teachers towards the use of literature
in teaching the language. Furthermore, it seeks to discover the factors
. or sources that make teachers demotivated in using literary texts.

There are common arguments against the use of literature due to its
- structural complexity and its unique use of language which are
sometimes beyond the level of students. Thus, it is seldom suited to
students’” needs .And as it often reflects a particular cultural
perspective, it may be difficult for students to understand and
interpret literary works. But for many scholars, literature should have
a place in the curriculum. It can be useful in developing linguistic
knowledge, both on a ‘usage’ level and on a ‘use’ level. (MacKay, in
Brumfit & Carter 1986).It is seen as an ideal vehicle to introduce
cultural assumptions which may increase their understanding of
foreign cultures and may lead to promoting intercultural
understanding and mutual respect.

Maley (1989) makes a valuable distinction between the study of
literature and the use of literature as a means of language learning. He
states that in the study of literature teachers focus on the ‘literariness’
of the texts ,a literary critical approach that studies plot,
characterization, motivation, value, psychology, background....and to
achieve this goal successfully, students should have already attained a
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level of competence in the language and are familiar with the literary
conventions .

Yet, if the purpose is’ the use of literature as a resource for language
learning’, literature becomes one source among others for promoting
language learning. The teachers’ primary concern will be to ensure
that students interact with the text and with each other in ways which
promote language learning. Literature becomes a resource to teach
basic language skills (i.e. listening, speaking, reading and writing) and
language areas (i.e. vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation).
Therefore, in language classrooms the activities are based on the texts
which can be adapted to suit students’ level of proficiency.

2. Method

The way teachers deal with literary texts in general, and their beliefs
about the use of literature in teaching English are the concern of this
study. The aim is to focus primarily on the relationships between
language teachers’ perceptions and practices in teaching and using
literary texts.This study focuses on mainly the following question:

What expectations do teachers of English in secondary schools
hold about the use of English literature at this level and are
they aware of the importance of using literature as an efficient
tool to teaching English?

To collect data, a questionnaire was conducted in which 43 teachers
participated. It aims to view teachers’ beliefs and examine their way of
viewing literature at this level. Many teachers have expressed some
kind of anxiety and regard literature inappropriate to the language
classroom especially for the first year high school pupils who lack a
strong background to deal with literary texts.

The study tried to determine the causes of this anxiety and to
examine the extent to which teachers may change their perceptions
concerning the use of literature to teach the language .It also sheds
some light on the importance of using literature at an early stage to
teach the language skills and to improve students’ vocabulary and
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Appendix1

Questionnaire

The purpose of this questionnaire is to get information about your
views of the integration and role of literature in language classroom.

Part 1

1)-Academic qualifications
_-A Bachelor degree in ..................
-Other academic qualification .................

2)-Number of years of teaching experience
3)-Did you receive any pre-service training in teaching?

Part 2

Please tick and explain why you say/think so.

1-As a student at the wuniversity did you enjoy reading
literary works? Please give your reasons.

Yes --

No -

2-Do you think that it would have been better if you had
studied some English literary works at high schools?
Please give your reasons.
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Yes --

No -

3-Do you think ihat our _high school students are ready
to deal with literary texts? Please give your reasons.

Yes --
No —

4-Unit 5 in the first year textbook deals with literary
texts. What do you think of the selection of those
literary texts? Please tick and add any other comments
you wish.

a-Well-selected

b-Varied and motivating

c-Beyond the level of students

d-Ought to be changed by other texts

5. Which texts have you used from the list? Did you use
other literary texts instead of the proposed  ones?
Please give your reasons?

a. An extract from Achebe’s novel.‘Things Fall Apart ...

b.An extract from Dickens’novel‘Hard Times’ ...

c.Folktales ...

d."Mr Jones’, a short story by Capote....

eAn extract from ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ‘by
Carroll....

f. ‘My Country’, a poem by Mackellar...
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