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Abstract :

Travel literature is one of the literary genres in which the traveler selects many
cultural aspects, the customs, traditions and effects of the region he visited,
conveying reality in a literary form free of pretentiousness and imagination.

The echo of the travel literature extended until the modern era and became famous
in this era of Tahtawi and his trip to Paris, where this trip was like a luminous
lamp in the Renaissance, with its folds of change, renewal and a desire to advance
the Arab countries.



Rifa'a Rafi' al-Tahtawi (1801-1873) was born in Tahta, that is, between the small
village and the capital of Western enlightenment thought, which had discovered
the nature of material, cultural and civilizational differences in people's lives. Al-
Azhari, who was briefed on the achievements of the West in all areas of life and
progress, was keen, with a strong will, to examine the intellectual and
philosophical heritage that accompanied, defined and influenced the currents of
European progress, which made him, after he obtained accurate knowledge of
Arab and Islamic intellectual history and heritage, and the course of the national
and international reality. What he lived through, he produced ideas and concepts
that make him, to this day, an institution for a political, social and cultural vision
that formed the basis of the Arab-Islamic progressive reformist and renaissance
current. Al-Tahtawi was the first Arab intellectual to interact with the "Western
issue" without holding absolute fascination or prior rejection, and he was the first
to try to formulate a balanced approach conscious of the dangers of being
completely drawn into the current of openness to the other on the other hand. This
approach was the most important achievement he presented to the reformist
intellectual and political trend in the Arab and Islamic world, and it can even be
considered its first founder.
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