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Abstract of Master’s Thesis

The period of the beginning of the nineties witnessed a major collapse in the international
balance of power after the fall of the Eastern bloc and the collapse of the Soviet Union, which
was followed by the collapse and disintegration of some Eastern European republics, most
notably the state of Yugoslavia, which was composed of a group of countries that united
among themselves despite the ethnic, historical and religious factors that divided them. Which
caused the outbreak of internal wars of ethnic cleansing that turned into genocidal massacres
against Muslims, especially in Bosnia and Herzegovina, carried out by Serbian armed militias
and in which even presidents and political leaders such as Slobodan Milosevi¢, Ratko Mladi¢
and Radovan Karadzi¢ participated.

Africa was not isolated from this transformation, as wars of ethnic cleansing broke out in
Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Congo between multiple tribes and ethnicities. Perhaps
the most dangerous, widespread, and dehumanizing of them were the wars that broke out in
Rwanda between the Hutu and Tutsi tribes.

Despite the existence of the Rome Statute of 1952, under which the International Criminal
Court was established, its rules and principles were not sufficient to pursue politicians, leaders
and warlords who committed genocidal massacres the likes of which humanity had never
known, which led the United Nations, in accordance with a resolution issued by the Security
Council, to establish a war crimes court. Each of the Balkans and Rwanda has a special
system and special procedures for determining the criminal responsibility of states,
individuals, presidents and war leaders for these international crimes.
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