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Summary:

The contemporary approach to cultural criticism has developed through major linguistic,
literary, philosophical, cultural and intellectual transformations. Saussure's linguistic theories
marked a pivotal change, as they promoted the idea of studying language independently.
Critical methods such as New Criticism, Structuralism, and Russian Formalism emphasize the
isolation of the text from outside influences. Postcolonial theory, represented by Edward Said,
criticizes Western hegemony and the cultural effects of colonialism. Queer theory challenges
traditional norms of gender and sexuality. Feminist criticism highlights the marginalization of
women in literature. Ecocriticism studies the relationship of literature to the environment, and
calls for environmental awareness. Anti-colonial criticism confronts Western aesthetic
standards and integrates diverse cultural perspectives.

Keywords: linguistics, postcolonialism, queer theory, feminist criticism, ecocriticism



