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To an Iraqi poet

To elegize you
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| bring you twenty years of love.

You were alone there

furnishing exile for our lady of lime,

a house for our master at the height of speech.

Speak for us to ascend higher and higher

along the well’s spiral stairway.

O my friend, where are you?
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Step forward,

let me bear the burden of your speech,

let me elegize you.

If it were a bridge we would have crossed it already,
butit’s a home, it’s an abyss.

The Babylonian moon has established a kingdom in the trees of
the night that is no longer

ours, since the Tatars returned on our horses.

Now new Tatars drag our names behind them

through the dust of narrow mountain passes.

They forget us.

They forget palm trees, the two rivers

and the Iraq in us.

Didn’t you tell me on the way to the wind

we’d soon be filling our history with meaning?

That the war should soon be over,

that we’d build Sumer in song again,

soon open the theater doors to everyone and to every kind of bird?
That soon we’d return to where the wind first found us?
We have rooms here in the gardens of August,

in a country that loves dogs but hates your people and the name of
the south.

We have remains of women banished from daisies,
our good Gypsy friends,
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the stained steps of bars,

Rimbaud, a sidewalk of chestnuts,

and enough technology to wipe out lraqg.

The wind of your dead blows northward.

You ask me, “Do I see you”?

I say, “You see me dead on the five o’clock news”.
So what good is my freedom, O statues of Rodin?
Don’t wonder

and please don’t suspend my memory like a bell on our date
palms.

Our exile’s been lost since the wind of your dead blows
northward.

There must be a horse for the stranger so he can trail behind
Ceasar

or return from the sting of the flute.

There must be a horse for the stranger.
Couldn’t we have sighted at least one moon
that didn’t signify Woman,

couldn’t we have seen the difference,

O my friend, between sight and foresight?
We have what veils us of bees and words.

We have created to write about what threatens us of women and
Ceaser,

earth when it becomes speech,
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the impossible secret of Gilgamesh,

the escape from our era to the golden yesterday of our wine.
We walked toward the life of our wisdom,

our songs of nostalgia were lragi songs,

about palm trees and the two rivers.

| have a moon in the region of al-Rusafa,

| have fish in the Euphrates and the Tigris,

| have an avid reader in the south,

a sun stone in Nineva,

a spring festival in Kurdish braids to the north of sorrow,
a rose in the Gardens of Babylon,

a poet in the southern province of Buwayb,

and my corpse under an lragi sun.

A grave for Paris, a grave for London,

a grave for Rome, New York and Moscow,

a grave for Baghdad.

Was it right for Baghdad to take its past for granted?

A grave for Ithaca, the difficult path and the goal,

a grave for Jaffa, for Homer and al-Buhturi.

Poetry is a grave, a grave of wind.

O stone of the soul, O our silence!

To complete the labyrinth, we think Autumn’s lodged within us.

We are pine needles,
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fatigue bathing our bodies like dew,

pouring forth in floods of white gulls

looking for the poets of foreboding in us,

looking for the Arab’s last tear,

looking for the desert.

No voice rises, no voice lowers.

Soon we’ll be uttering our last praises of this place,
gazing at tomorrow with silks of old speech trailing behind us.
We’ll see our dreams in corridors looking all over for us
and for the eagle of our blackened flags.

A desert for sound and a desert for silence,

a desert for eternal absurdity,

a desert for the tablets of the law,

for school books, prophets and scientists,

a desert for Shakespeare,

for those who look for God in the human being.
Here the last Arab writes:

| am the Arab that never was,

the Arab that never was.

Either say you have erred or keep silent.

The dead won’t hear your apology,

they won’t read their Kkiller’s journals to find out what they can,
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they won’t return to Basra the Eternal to find out what you did to
your mother
when you recognized the blue of the sea.

I’ll beget you and you’ll beget me,

and very slowly I’ll remove the fingers of the dead from your
body,

the buttons of their shirts and their birth certificates.
You’ll take the letters of your dead to Jerusalem.
We’ll wipe the blood from our glasses, my friend,
so we can reread Kafka,

and open two windows onto a street of shadows.
My outside is inside me;

don’t believe winter smoke.

Soon April will emerge from our dreams.

My outside is inside me;

pay no attention to statues.

An Iraqi girl will decorate her dress

with the first almond flowers,

and along the top edge of the arrow

drawn just above her name

she’ll write your name’s initial letter

in Iraq’s wind.

-from Eleven Planets

)English translation published in The Adam of Two Edens(
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Nothing Pleases Me

Nothing pleases me

the traveler on the bus says—Not the radio

.or the morning newspaper, nor the citadels on the hills
/ 1 want to cry

, I he driver says: Wait until you get to the station

/ then cry alone all you want

A woman says: Me too. Nothing

,pleases me. | guided my son to my grave

/ he liked it and slept there, without saying goodbye
A college student says: Nor does anything

please me. I studied archaeology but didn’t

find identity in stone. Am |

/ ?really me

And a soldier says: Me too. Nothing

pleases me. | always besiege a ghost

/ besieging me

The edgy driver says: Here we are

almost near our last stop, get ready

/...to get off

,Then they scream: We want what’s beyond the station
'keep going

As for myself | say: Let me off here. | am
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like them, nothing pleases me, but I’m worn out

Forgotten As If You Never Were / ¢S ol &lils | ol
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Forgotten As If You Never Were
Forgotten, as if you never were.
Like a bird’s violent death
like an abandoned church you’ll be forgotten,
like a passing love

and a rose in the night . . . forgotten

| am for the road . . . There are those whose footsteps preceded
mine

those whose vision dictated mine. There are those

who scattered speech on their accord to enter the story
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or to illuminate to others who will follow them

a lyrical trace . . . and a speculation

Forgotten, as if you never were

a person, or a text . . . forgotten

| walk guided by insight, I might

give the story a biographical narrative. Vocabulary
governs me and | govern it. | am its shape

and it is the free transfiguration. But what 1°d say has already
been said.

A passing tomorrow precedes me. | am the king of echo.
My only throne is the margin. And the road

is the way. Perhaps the forefathers forgot to describe
something, | might nudge in it a memory and a sense
Forgotten, as if you never were

news, or a trace . . . forgotten

| am for the road . . . There are those whose footsteps
walk upon mine, those who will follow me to my vision .
Those who will recite eulogies to the gardens of exile ,
in front of the house, free of worshipping yesterday,
free of my metonymy and my language, and only then
will I testify that I’m alive

and free

when I’m forgotten!
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Abstract :

This study aims to reveal the extent to which many modern poets were
influenced by Eliot, including Mahmoud Darwish, a poet of the Palestinian
cause.

This study has dealt with the phenomenon of intertextuality, where it is a new
critical phenomenon in Western studies, and dealt with the introduction and
entrance and two chapters, came in the entrance to highlight the initial
concepts of intertextuality and its origin, and the first chapter came to
translate from Mahmoud Darwish and Eliot and the impact and influence
between the two poets, while the second chapter dealt with the manifestations
of intertextuality in the poetry of Mahmoud Darwish, and at the end of this
study concluded with a set of results that | tried to reach.

[ Keywords : Intertextuality, influence, Mahmoud Darwish , Elliot, impact, }
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