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Abstract:

The ego and the other have played a major role in Arabic-Islamic writing
throughout the ages. This is due to the complex relationships between Arabs,
non-Arabs, and Muslims, where the Arab Islamic identity has been
threatened and negatively influenced. In Amin Maalouf's novel The Ports of
the Orient, the worlds of the ego and the other are vividly and dramatically
highlighted. Through this article, we will analyze these worlds and reveal
the representations of the Muslim ego in the face of the Jewish Other, in
order to understand the nature of this relationship and its ability to express
rejection or acceptance. We will also question the ability of the ego and the
other to convince themselves of the importance of being together under the

same sky in two very different worlds. This is the main issue that will be
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addressed in our analysis of the novel. Keywords: Ego, Otherness,

Difference, Identity.
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