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Abstract:
The aim of this research is to explore the initial emergence of
intertextuality and understand its origins. Intertextuality
involves the presence of previous, absent texts within the

present text for semantic, artistic, or stylistic purposes.



Definitions by Arab critics resemble those of Western critics,
essentially translating earlier concepts. However, some Arab
critics modified certain definitions, though they still converge
on the concept of intertextuality.

Our study highlights that intertextuality, despite being a modern
critical term, has genetic roots in ancient Arab criticism.
Additionally, we can assert that intertextuality is most prevalent
among poets.

Western critics agree that Mikhail Bakhtin was the first to
conceptualize intertextuality, albeit under a different term:
dialogism. He posits that intertextuality has a Western origin.
Julia Kristeva later contended that its roots are Arab,
encapsulated by terms such as "theft,” "emulation,"”
"appropriation,” etc., each indicating the extent of a poet's

reliance on the source text.
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