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Abstract

Our discussion here revolves around one of the pillars of Arab culture and its
intellectual and creative heritage, which is represented by one of the most
sophisticated and ancient arts of language: poetry. We have chosen one of its most
comprehensive and inclusive forms, which is descriptive poetics, considered the
essence and core of poetry.

The purpose and essence of our discussion is to study the opinions of critics and
their attempts to establish theoretical concepts based on a set of principles that
underpin poetry and its poetics. We delved into history and examined it to reach the
opinions of ancient critics, both Arab and Western, up to the modern era.

Our starting point was the philosophical thought of Plato and his student
Avristotle, as an introduction to the influence of Greek thought on ancient Arab
criticism, pioneered by figures such as Hazim al-Qartajanni, Abdul Qahir al-Jurjani,
and Abdul Qadi al-Jurjani. Their ideas laid the foundations for modern critical
thought led by figures like Kamal Abu Deeb, Abdul Malek Murtad, Adonis, and
many others whom we did not have the chance to discuss or mention.

When discussing modern Western critics, we referred to their views through the
perspectives of Jakobson and Todorov, to study the theoretical foundations of poetics
and its general concept, aiming to define the concept of descriptive poetics in Arabic
poetry.

As for descriptive poetics, our discussion was based on the principles of
Imagination and imitation to depict reality with artistic and creative beauty through

poetic language that functions like a photographic camera reflecting it. However, it



does so in a rhetorical, figurative manner that transports the audience to a world of
imagination and engages them in following the event and the unique poetic
experience marked by the poet's touch.

To clarify descriptive poetics and its modes of employment, we had to include
some examples of verses by Bashar ibn Burd, who employed various rhetorical
techniques such as metaphor, metonymy, and simile in distinctive and refined
figurative imagery, reflecting the beauty of his poetic language and his imitation of

pre-Islamic literature and its poets.

Keywords: poetry, descriptive poetics, imitation and imagination, Hazim al-
Qartajanni, Abdul Qahir al-Jurjani, Kamal Abu Deeb, Abdul Malek Murtad, Bashar
ibn Burd.
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