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Abstract of The master thesis

Marriage is a social institution that has been known in most human societies in its
various forms and types. The system of marriage differs from one society to another and is
influenced by economic, social, and political changes that occur in society. The Arab world
has witnessed particular changes that have affected various aspects of life and consequently
reflected on its structures in general and its social institutions, including marriage as a social
system.
Since ancient times, society has tried to define marriage within a specific framework with a
uniform character that distinguishes it from other illegitimate relationships. In doing so,
certain procedures were followed to give this contract religious authority and power. Among
these procedures are the conditions of consent, guardian, dowry, witnesses, and friendship to
facilitate the marriage.
However, some individuals neglect registering their marriage contract and hold their
marriages without registering them, which is known as customary marriage. Studying this
type of marriage requires knowledge and the contemporary Islamic jurisprudence opinion on
customary marriage as it represents the modern form of marriage. It also requires shedding
light on this phenomenon and identifying its legal provisions in the family law, and then
extracting the legal issues that arise from it.
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