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Summary

In the nineteenth century, custodial sentences represented a
significant humanitarian advancement compared to corporal
punishments, as reform advocates saw the possibility of
iImplementing them in various ways, both in terms of duration and
models. The objectives of the punishment evolved from deterrence
and harshness towards the offender to attempts at reforming,
rehabilitating, and reintegrating them into society.However, in the
current century, these punishments have become a subject of
debate due to the associated problems and negatives, such as the
high recidivism rates among former prisoners and the exorbitant
costs. These issues have raised doubts about the effectiveness of
prisons in rehabilitating offenders and protecting society, prompting
criminologists to acknowledge the shortcomings of custodial
sentences in achieving their goals.Thus, the need for alternative
punishments to custodial sentences, especially short-term ones, has
emerged, aiming to avoid their negatives without stripping the
punishment of its essence of pain and deterrence. These
alternatives vary between criminal, such as fines, community
service, deferred or installment-based sentencing, suspended
sentences, probation, and electronic monitoring, and non-criminal,
such as compensation in civil law, administrative penalties, and
arbitration in commercial law. Social alternatives are also included,
such as community committees and neighborhood mediation
centers, which have been successful in some countries.This study
concludes with the necessity of expanding the use of alternatives to
custodial sentences in Algerian legislation, benefiting from the
experiences of other countries in this field.

Keywords: 1. Deprivation of liberty penalty 2. Penalties 3.
Alternatives to penalties 4. Legislation




