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Abstract

Stinginess is a shameful characteristic that prevents the individual
from giving and giving, and it is one of the qualities that our religion
forbids, and stinginess is rejected by Arab and Western societies alike

because of its danger to the individual and society.

We find the writings of Arabs and Westerners, ancient and
modern, concerned with this topic in various literary arts: (In order not
to get lost in the labyrinths of research, I limited my study to a
comparison between Al-Jahiz's “Scrooge” between seriousness and
humor in his treatment of this despicable theme, and he was able to dive
into the souls of his scrooges to reveal what is inside them, and give us
a realistic picture of the society of his time, while Moliere's play
“Scrooge” through which he was able to prove his ability to draw a
picture of his scrooge and reveal the impact of money on the family and

society.

After reviewing the two works, I found similarities between
the two works, most notably: The title, theme, laughter and sarcasm,
and on the other hand, there are many points of difference between
them, such as the artistic structure of the two works and the difference

between Al-Jahiz's stewardship and Moli¢re's stewardship.

From here, I concluded that it is not necessary for Moliére to
have read Al-Jahiz, as the social reality is the biggest motivation that
drives the writer to address the issues of his time, and the time period
between the two authors is another evidence that confirms this,

especially since this topic was addressed by Western writers before



Moliere in many writings, and in my humble opinion, if the term
commitment was known in his time, we would say that he is a

committed writer and only.

Keywords: Al-jahiz- Moliere- Stinginess- literature — similarities-

differences.
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