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Study Abstract

This study, titled *"The Memory of Pain and the Voice of Consciousness in the Novel
‘Ghernoua: The Labyrinth of the Alley of Darkness' by Novelist Abdallah Kaddoum,™
addresses a sensitive and profound theme in the Algerian psyche: the tragedy of French
nuclear testing in the Reggane region in 1960. The study aims to uncover the mechanisms
through which the novelist documented the "memory of pain,” transforming it into a narrative
launching pad to shape an individual and collective consciousness that resists forgetting and
dismantles the colonial narrative.

The study adopts a cultural-critical and socio-historical approach, utilizing concepts of
collective memory to analyze the levels of pain (physical, psychological, and existential) and
their repercussions on the novel's characters—both Algerian victims and French soldiers.
Furthermore, it seeks to deconstruct the symbolic connotations of space (the desert, the alley
of darkness) and living symbols (the dove, Ghernoua), highlighting their active role in
constructing a resistant novelistic discourse.

The study concludes that the novel Ghernoua does not merely settle for fictional narrative;
rather, it elevates itself to become a historical and aesthetic document of condemnation.
Within its pages, the memory of pain is transformed from mere passive, silent suffering into a
creative energy of consciousness that rebuilds identity and champions human values in the
face of colonial brutality. The research also demonstrates Abdallah Kaddoum's success in
establishing the "local and Saharan" narrative as a central and active space in the
contemporary Algerian novelistic scene.

Keywords: Algerian Novel, Abdallah Kaddoum, Ghernoua, Memory of Pain, Consciousness,
Collective Memory, Nuclear Testing, Reggane, French Colonialism.



