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Abstract

This study examines and compares the representation of the city
in the novels New Cairo by Naguib Mahfouz and The Belly of Paris
by Emile Zola. It aims to explore the nature of the city’s presence and
its narrative and semantic functions, as well as to demonstrate its
contribution to the construction of characters and events and to the
formation of the social and intellectual vision conveyed in both
novels.

The study adopts the descriptive-analytical approach alongside
the comparative approach in order to identify the similarities and
differences between the two novelistic experiences. The study
concludes that, in both New Cairo and The Belly of Paris, the city
transcends its descriptive function to become a structural and semantic
element that significantly influences the characters and the
development of events. It also represents a microcosm of society,
reflecting its  relationships, contradictions, conflicts, and
transformations.

Keywords: City; Place; Spatial Significance; Novel; New Cairo;
The Belly of Paris; Naguib Mahfouz; Emile Zola.
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