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Abstract:

The institution of marriage in Algerian society has undergone significant
transformations, particularly regarding spousal selection. The advent of social
media platforms has introduced novel criteria and dynamics into the process of
finding a partner. This study examines the social representations of Facebook-
mediated marriages among young adults in Oran. Utilizing a qualitative
methodology, in-depth interviews were conducted with individuals who had
experienced such marriages. Participants were recruited using snowball
sampling. Key findings reveal that the ease of communication facilitated by
these platforms, coupled with the desire to overcome past romantic failures, has
propelled young people towards this mode of mate selection. The study
highlights the consumerist tendencies associated with online dating, where
relationships are often initiated and terminated with ease. This trend has
implications for the long-term sustainability of these marriages, as the virtual
norms that initially shaped them continue to influence the dynamics of the

relationship.
Keywords:

Social representations, marriage, social networking sites, Facebook, social

control, virtual society.
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