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Summary :

This study seeks to explore the phenomenon of alienation and its history, and to reveal the
extent of philosophers’ and writers’ interest in this phenomenon, most notably the philosopher
Hegel. Alienation is considered a universal human phenomenon that unites humanity in a shared
sense of alienation despite differing circumstances. Franz Kafka is also considered a pioneer of
the novel of delusions and the search for the hidden meaning of human existence, as well as
absurdism. Naguib Mahfouz, on the other hand, is a pioneer of the social critique novel, in
which he addressed realistic issues facing society. This study also compares two world
literatures and identifies the differences and intersections between the phenomenon that united
them and the circumstances that divided them. So, were Naguib Mahfouz and Franz Kafka able
to express their existential anxieties and sufferings? And where did this manifest in their
novels?.
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