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Abstract of Master’s Thesis

This study addresses the discretionary power of the criminal judge in as-
sessing alternative sanctions, as one of the features of the development of modern
criminal policy that aims to reduce reliance on custodial penalties and to strike a
balance between deterrence and rehabilitation. The focus is placed on the judge's
role in tailoring the sentence to fit the nature of the offense and the circumstances
of the offender, within the framework of the discretionary margin granted by law
to select the most appropriate penalty.

The study concludes that the discretionary power of the criminal judge rep-
resents an important legal tool, yet it requires precise legislative regulation and
effective oversight to ensure the achievement of its intended goals without under-
mining the principles of legality and equality before the law.
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