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Abstract :

The international relations literature has ignored the study of the foreign
policy of small states, as this category of states has not received a share of
the theoretical attention of scholars, because they are less influential in the
international system due to their weakness, which does not qualify them to
assume a position equivalent to that of major states. There is almost
complete agreement among scholars on the limited influence of small
states outside their borders, based on traditional power standards.
Therefore, this study aims first: to review and test the limits of the
explanatory power of both the theory of neoclassical realism and structural
realism, in explaining the foreign policies of small states in the Arab
regional system. Second : To develop an appropriate theoretical model that
approximates the revisionist foreign policies of small states in the Arab
regional system. The model seeks to study a case of Qatar, as it is the most
appropriate state because it has adopted an revisionist foreign policy in the
Arab uprisings period after 2011. The argument of the "balance of
perception” model is summarized that small states can adopt multiple
strategies to achieve two goals at the same time ; Its security and interests
by adopting an revisionist (expansionist) foreign policy, in which it
balances its perception of the threats and its perception of opportunities.
This argument is based on multiple levels (domestic, system, regional), so
that the following intervenin domestic variables highlight : the perception
of the decision maker (perceived power) and ideas (strategic thinking), as
explanatory variables of the model "balance of perception™. The hypothesis
of the “balance of perception” model is also subject to testing by applying
it to the case of the 2017 Gulf crisis, with the aim of explaining the puzzle
of the Resilience of the State of Qatar in the face of the counter-coalition
(Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the Emirates, and Bahrain).
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