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« Une expérience critique a €émergé, non pas comme une
simple reprise des oriental, mais comme une fondation
civilisationnelle enracinée dans 'ame locale. Cette critique,
torgée dans la correspondance des savants et les cercles soufis ....
La rhétorique de 'oceident islamique ne se contentait pas de
préserver les mots ou d’interpréter les significations. Elle
fouillait les causse de création et sa vision au sein méme de

I’ame communautaire ancienne. »
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Summary:

This study explores the evolution of critical terminology in

Arab literary thought, with a deep investigation of its roots and
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dimensions among both Eastern and Maghreb scholars. The
research views critical terminology not merely as a linguistic or
conventional tool but as a conceptual medium reflecting the
interaction of writers and critics with literary texts throughout

the ages.

The establishment of critical terminology has undergone
various stages, beginning with its initial emergence in rhetorical
contexts, where foundational principles were shaped by scholars
striving to define stable foundations and methodological tools
tor literary analysis. Once these initial foundations were
established, a phase of creativity emerged, marked by a
departure from the conventional and innovation in discourse
and interpretation, granting critical terminology the flexibility
to adapt to intellectual and cultural developments over different

c€ras.

The study also highlights the close relationship between

critical terminology and rhetorical conventions, as rhetoric
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played a pivotal role in the establishment of this terminology,
providing critics with advanced analytical tools that contribute
to a deeper understanding of texts. However, this process was
not confined to a specific framework; rather, it opened up to

various critical schools, both in the East and in the Arab

Maghreb.

Furthermore, the study underscores the influences of the
Maghreb critical school in shaping critical terminology,
characterized by its unique interactions with Eastern heritage
while maintaining local specificities. This interaction led to the
emergence of prominent figures in Maghreb criticism, who
enriched critical discourse and rhetoric with new approaches
that integrate Eastern critical foundations with local

experiences, thereby enhancing the Maghreb critical corpus.

The research also delves into the critical comparisons
between major critics in Morocco, highlighting a rich critical

debate between figures such as Ibn Rushiq and al-Nahshali, as
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well as al-Husari al-Qayrawani and al-Qazzaz. This critical
discourse produced diverse and multifaceted perspectives on
critical terminology, contributing to the formation of a
distinctive intellectual and critical identity for the Maghreb

school.

Ultimately, this research is not merely a historical tracing of
the evolution of critical terminology; it is an analytical study
that seeks to understand the mechanisms of its formation and its
impact on Arab criticism, revealing the points of convergence
and divergence among different critical schools and
emphasizing the importance of critical terminology as a pivotal

tool in reading and interpreting texts.

Keywords: Critical Terminology-Arab Literary Heritage -

Maghreb Rhetorical Corpus
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