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Abstract :

This study focused on the theory of Speech Acts, which is
considered an important field within pragmatics, a discipline
concerned with the use of language in context. In this study, we

examined the concept of the speech act and its types (direct and



indirect). The theory of Speech Acts originated from the work of J. L.
Austin, who is regarded as its true founder. Austin proposed that a
speech act consists of three levels, and he ultimately classified
illocutionary acts into five major categories. After his death, his
student John Searle further developed the theory by addressing some
of its shortcomings and introducing a new perspective on illocutionary
acts. He refined the felicity conditions and reclassified speech acts
into five final categories. This theory was applied to a pragmatic
analysis of the poem Think of Others by the Palestinian poet
Mahmoud Darwish. The analysis focused on the illocutionary act,
which constituted the central theme of this study. Through this
approach, we sought to understand the meaning of the poem, as it
conveys a directive message urging people to think about their
oppressed brothers and sisters in Palestine. Finally, the speech acts

found in the poem were classified according to Searle’s taxonomy.

Key words: transactional, speech act, discourse, poem, Mahmoud

Darwish.



