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Abstract

This study examines the narrative structure in the novel 7he Rock of Ashes
(Sisyphus on the Journey of Ascent toward the Bottom)by Algerian novelist Zineb
Lot, published in 2019. It seeks to explore the mechanisms through which the
narrative structure is constructed, focusing on four major components: time, space,
character, and narrative voice. The study is guided by the following central
question: How is the narrative structure shaped in the novel, and what artistic

mechanisms does the author employ in constructing its major components?

The study adopts a structuralist-narratological approach, drawing on the
methodological tools developed in the works of Gérard Genette, Hamid
Lamhidani, Hassan Bahraoui, and Gaston Bachelard, while also benefiting from

insights provided by complementary critical approaches.

The study concludes that the novel is structured around a reversed temporal order
that begins with the ending and moves toward the beginning, thus echoing the
absurd journey of Sisyphus. Space functions as a significant semantic element that
reflects the crisis of identity and alienation. Character is constructed on two
interconnected levels, the realistic and the mythical, while the narrative voice is
characterized by multiple forms of focalization and stylistic variation. These
narrative components ultimately converge to produce a dystopian vision that
embodies human suffering and alienation without excluding a glimmer of hope,

represented through the symbolism of resilience and perseverance.

Keywords : Narrative Structure — 7he Rock of Ashes — Zineb Lot _ Time -

Space - Character — Narrative Voice . Algerian Novel.
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