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This dissertation aims to examine the teaching of Arabic rhetoric at the
secondary school level by analyzing the theoretical and practical challenges that
hinder its instruction within the Algerian educational system. The study is based
on a central observation: despite its prestigious status in the Arabic intellectual
heritage, rhetoric has not yet found its proper place in modern educational
practices. It is still, in many cases, taught through traditional methods that
emphasize memorization and rote learning rather than understanding and
application.

The research approaches rhetoric from a modern linguistic and
pedagogical perspective, viewing it as a field for developing learners’
communicative and aesthetic competence, rather than merely a form of linguistic
ornamentation or verbal skill. The theoretical framework combines insights from
modern linguistics, communication theories, and discourse analysis, alongside the
rich Arabic rhetorical tradition represented by scholars such as al-Jurjani and al-
Sakkaki.

The dissertation concludes that Arabic rhetoric can regain its vitality in
schools if it is transformed from a static heritage into functional knowledge that
contributes to the development of aesthetic sensibility, the enhancement of
effective communication skills, and the cultivation of critical thinking among
learners.



