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Abstract :

This dissertation, entitled "The Punitive Policy in Algeria between the Deterrent
and Reformative Nature of Punishment," highlights the Algerian legislator’s
diligent efforts to elevate the penal system toward a compassionate, humanitarian
horizon that balances social defense with the inherent human dignity of inmates.
The study is divided into two chapters; the first traces the historical evolution of
penitentiary institutions and their disciplinary frameworks, while the second
focuses on holistic care programs, including education, healthcare, and
psychological support, alongside trust-based modern mechanisms designed to
grant individuals a second chance at social reintegration, such as semi-liberty and
electronic monitoring. The dissertation concludes that Algeria’s punitive
philosophy has undergone a noble transition from a rigid retributive model to a
therapeutic, restorative approach aimed at healing and rehabilitating human
behavior. However, the study points out practical challenges, such as prison
overcrowding, which restrict these humanitarian aspirations, and recommends a
broader implementation of alternative sanctions that safeguard human dignity and
prevent further criminality.
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