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French colonialism in Algeria was not a military
occupation; rather, it resulted from deliberate planning and
a desire for cultural, religious, and political control.
Colonialism used deceptive slogans such as modernization
and civilization to impose its culture and destroy Algerian
identity in various fields, from religion and education to the
economy and society, particularly targeting women and the
image of Arab-Islamic society. Despite using art as an
Orientalist tool, Algerian artists were not far from
resistance. Through their works, they expressed the reality
and suffering of their people, and their art was an honest
voice in the face of injustice. Art became a means of
struggle and the preservation of memory, playing an
important symbolic and cultural role in the process of
national liberation.
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French colonialism, cultural control, erasure of Algerian
identity, Algerian artists
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