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Abstract:

Communication problems are among the primary challenges faced by children with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD), affecting their social and language development,
whether the communication is verbal or non-verbal. This may be related to their
attention deficits, as they find it difficult to focus and select the important stimuli and
behaviors that help them understand and interpret other's behaviors and beliefs, in
order to deal with social situations and interact with the outside world.

The current study aims to understand the relationship between selective attention and
theory of mind in children with autism spectrum disorder in the clinical setting of
Algeria. To achieve this goal, we administered three tests: the Theory of Mind Battery
(TOMI) adapted for the Algerian environment that measures theory of mind tasks, the
understanding instructions test from the NEPSY Battery, and the STROOP test for
selective attention. The sample included 30 children with autism spectrum disorder
aged between 5 and 12 years, of both genders, with mild to moderate severity,
following a descriptive methodology.

The results of the study revealed a relationship between theory of mind and selective
attention in children with autism spectrum disorder. As their level of selective
attention improved, the severity of the theory of mind disorder decreased. Also,both
age, duration of care, and severity of the disorder, play a role in this. This study is
highly significant as it provides a foundation for further research.

Keywords : Autism Specrtum disorder, Theory of mind, Selective attention,
Impairment, Social interaction.
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4% 96% 2 48 el ) 55-8
64% 36% 32 18 i 59
30% 70% 15 35 4l-10
50% 50% 25 25 z-11
6% 92% 4 46 e llne-12
28% 72% 14 36 ddll-13
%40 %60 20 30 La -14
28% 72% 14 36 $3-15
46% 24% 38 12 alia-16
28% 72% 14 36 elea17
38% 62% 19 31 18
74% 26% 37 13 dane-19
58% 42% 29 21 8-20
60% 40% 30 20 Cuga-21
74% 26% 37 13 adl-22
46% 54% 23 27 ou-23
50% 50% 25 25 a3l-24
62% 38% 31 19 O 5-25
64% 36% 32 18 sthiae 26
56% 44% 28 22 e llae-27
60% 20% 40 10 Oi-28
78% 22% 39 11 AL aaina-29
74% %26 37 13 »e-30

107




:8 Gl

:5pss gabin paldll Cluall Jglas
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Corrélations
Jaall &y s Gl
RN il Caka
Ny
i,k | Corrélation de Pearson 1 - 575"
&l sig. (bilatérale) ,001
ROV
Lyl |N 30 30
<kl | Corrélation de Pearson -,575" 1
<k | 5ig. (bilatérale) ,001
=4y 30 30
**_La corrélation est significative au niveau 0.01 (bilatéral).

aa gl Gl ) laal g Jiall A ylai 0 A8l

Corrélations

<l sl Jaall & las
2 il cada
<okl | Corrélation de Pearson 1 -4117
w5l b | gig. (bilatérale) 024
N 30 30
Corrélation de Pearson -4117 1
Jiall 44,k | Sig. (bilatérale) ,024
N 30 30

* La corrélation est significative au niveau 0.05 (bilatéral).

A il Cada Gl jlaialy stroop G.\\L.\Y\ oLty )y A8l

Corrélations

ol k) olaisy)

aa il ol Sy

stroop
ikl | Corrélation de Pearson 1 -,140
=5l k| sig. (bilatérale) 462
N 30 30
REY] Corrélation de Pearson -,140 1

SEY 1 gig, (bilatérale) 462

stroop [N 30 30
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(SEBY) oL g Jaal) Ay Hlal yn A8

Corrélations
EEEN RTINS
Corrélation de Pearson 1 ,535"
SEnyl LY | Sig. (bilatérale) ,002
N 30 30
Corrélation de Pearson ,535" 1
Jill 4,k | Sig. (bilatérale) ,002
N 30 30
** | a corrélation est significative au niveau 0.01 (bilatéral).
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