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Summary:

The Marvelous in the Algerian Short Story, a Study of the Sea

Fairy Tales of Djamila Zenir as a Model

The use of the fantastic in literature is one of the most prominent artistic
methods employed by modern narrative writing, as it offers possibilities for
expressing reality in unconventional ways that transcend the direct and familiar.
In the Algerian context, this use has been prominent in the short story, making
its study worthy of attention. Hence, we have addressed this topic entitled:
"The Marvelous in the Algerian Short Story: A Study of Djamila Zenir's "The
Fairy of the Sea" Stories as a Model." This paper addresses the problematic
aspect of the fantastic in the Algerian short story, particularly in Djamila Zenir's
collection "The Fairy of the Sea." The study is based on the hypothesis that the
fantastic is used as an artistic tool to transcend familiar reality and express

symbolic connotations related to social reality.

The descriptive—analytical approach was adopted in dealing with the texts, as
the results revealed that the fantastic in these stories is not limited to creating
a strange atmosphere, but rather contributes to deepening the semantic
structure of the texts and gives them a rich interpretive dimension. In
conclusion, Djamila Zenir's experience in employing the fantastic represents a
distinguished model in the modern Algerian short story, as she was able to
combine artistic aesthetics with symbolic depth, which makes her works worthy

.of study and critical attention.

Keywords: the fantastic, short story, mermaid, Djamila Zenir
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