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Study Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the impact of language
anxiety on the oral performance of second-year middle
school learners by analyzing the relationship between
psychological factors and linguistic competence within the
classroom environment. The study was based on the
hypothesis that language anxiety negatively affects learners'
fluency and oral participation, despite their possessing an
acceptable level of linguistic knowledge. The study adopted
the descriptive—analytical approach and relied on research
tools including a questionnaire administered to teachers and
a classroom observation grid to analyze learners' behaviors
during oral expression activities. The findings revealed the
existence of an interactive relationship between language
anxiety and oral performance. Manifestations such as
hesitation, fear of making mistakes, and lack of self-
confidence were found to directly affect the quality of oral
expression. The study concluded that improving oral
performance is not achieved solely through the development
of linguistic competence; it also requires providing a safe and
motivating learning environment that takes learners'

psychological needs into account and helps reduce language



anxiety. This, in turn, contributes to building balanced and

effective communicative competence.
Keywords: Language Anxiety, Oral Performance, Linguistic
Competence, Oral Expression, Second-Year Middle School

Learners.



