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Summary:

Heritage constitutes one of the fundamental pillars in shaping the
cultural identity of individuals and societies, reflecting the sum of his-
torical experiences, customs, beliefs, and aesthetic patterns that dis-
tinguish a particular human group. In the artistic context, heritage
transforms from a mere memorized past into a living material that is
reinterpreted within creative work and employed as a means of ex-
pressing belonging, memory, and identity. In the works of artist Ra-
chid Talbi, we find this interaction strongly present, as the artist em-
ploys heritage symbols, motifs, traditional architecture, folk cos-
tumes, and even local stories and legends, not as mere formal dec-
orations, but rather as carriers of profound meanings that embody
the concerns of society and reflect its reflections on issues of iden-
tity, belonging, and alienation. Talbi reinterprets Algerian visual her-
itage, particularly that of Oran, through a contemporary visual style
that blends expressionism and abstraction, demonstrating how iden-
tity can be a constantly evolving project, rather than a static mirror of
the past. He does not reproduce heritage, but rather regenerates it
artistically, contributing to affirming cultural identity in the face of con-
temporary challenges, such as globalization and the loss of privacy.

In this sense, heritage, in Rachid Talbi's experience, becomes not
just an artistic subject, but an intellectual and aesthetic stance
through which he expresses his vision of himself and the world, es-
tablishing a bridge between the past and the present, between the
individual and his society, and between artistic creativity and collec-
tive memor
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