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Abstract of Master’s Thesisa

This thesis talks about the « theory of unforeseen circumstances » as a legal
way to help one of the parties in a contract when unexpected events happen after
signing <making it very hard - but not impossible - to keep their promise. The goal
of this theory is to bring back fairness between both sides when something big
changes. Instead of forcing the affected person to follow the original terms no
matter what, who a judge can step into reduce the pressure-either by changing the
contract a bit or conceling part of it. this is different from force majeure, which
makes fulfilling the contract impossible. Some legal systems, like the Algerian
civil code, recognize this theory. It only applies when the new situation is suddene,
affects many people, couldn't have been predicted, and is out of the person's
control. The thesis shows how useful this theory is, especially in long contracts or
when the economy changes a lot. In the end, it says the theory helps keep a fair
balance while still respecting the contract and suggests clearer rules to use it better.
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