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Freedom of the media is a definite freedom that must be defended
and preserved, whether the media is written, audio or visual. Publishing
news about the course of investigations and trials 1s a permissible act
permitted by Article 11 of the amended and supplemented Algerian
Code of Criminal Procedure. However, the role of the media must stop
at conveying facts impartially and objectively without condemning or
acquitting the accused, leaving that to the courts of justice, as they are



the competent authority. Protection must also be provided for the
presumption of innocence, as it is a principle recognized in most
international covenants and universal declarations for the protection of
human rights and freedoms. This duty falls on the state, specifically the
judiciary, by following a set of legal controls.

This calls us to delve deeper into the issue of legal controls and the
adequacy of guarantees to achieve adequate protection when the media
exercises its right to the press and freedom of opinion and expression
when reporting crime news. However, this does not mean at all that the
freedoms guaranteed by the constitution for practicing media activity
are restricted, but rather it is a guarantee. In fact, framing media activity
to cover news in a fair and impartial manner reinforces the values of
justice and equality, while at the same time preserving the right to the
presumption of innocence unless proven by a court ruling.

Keywords: media practice, presumption of innocence, procedural

guarantees, objective controls, criminalization of media practices.



