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Abbreviation Full Meaning

ICC International Criminal Court

ICTY International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
ICTR International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
I[HL International Humanitarian Law

ICL International Criminal Law

PMSCs Private Military and Security Companies
PMC Private Military Company

UN United Nations

GC Geneva Conventions

AP Additional Protocol (to Geneva Conventions)

vol. Volume
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01/05/2025, at: https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/the-wagner-group-
russias-shadow-army-and-its-impact-in-africa/.
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! Chia Lehnardt, Private Military Companies and State Responsibility, New York University
School of Law, New York,2007, p2, accessed 05/05/ 2025, at:
https://iilj.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Lehnardt-Private-military-companies-and-state-
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! Emad Bouzo, " The Wagner Group in Syria: Profiting Off Failed States " ,The Washington

Institute for Near East Policy, 2023, accessed on 05/05/2025,at:
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/wagner-group-syria-profiting-failed-states.

2 Emad Bouzo, "The Wagner Group in Syria',Op.cit.
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! Mashreqa Team and Agence France-Presse, 'Iranian Militias Continue to Destabilize Deir

Ezzor", Diyaruna, 2022,accessed on 05/05/2025 at:
https://diyaruna.com/ar/articles/cnmi di/features/2022/09/30/feature-03 .

% Anadolu Agency, "Russian Daily Accuses Military Contractor of War Crimes ",2020,accessed

on 05/05/2025, at: https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/russian-daily-accuses-military-contractor-of-
war-crimes/1815029.

83


https://diyaruna.com/ar/articles/cnmi_di/features/2022/09/30/feature-03
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/russian-daily-accuses-military-contractor-of-war-crimes/1815029
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/russian-daily-accuses-military-contractor-of-war-crimes/1815029

desena b Giladl @ Coplganle Gl ol Gun AV el alge (il 15al8 LS
b paaels ) lagliis 8L sty "auil Jlasl® o Iglgil agil 3L Suigll llal)
A Sual) Sl Aalul) Al e Liugy o ped Lygu Iolon agdl WS Ly

cpiaall | Slgiiall Couslly Al

oleldll il dalu 2011 Mo e Al ghll gVl b bl il

Dbae (A Bi5e dupSie 4ud 89S Wy Al 5ild degene agin Gy (Onlsally Guel8Y)
e ld e cand Gun 2017 ple dia ladly (gl laysunn a5 25 . xlusall gl
w8 Caaluy ¢ ais Al selid) ol Bald Ml bl (el cals )
S Lol ndl s gl ol e pemiy o) yeld Jas oS L Glse sl Gulse
028 danb o dnsill CVslus ykay La g8 L) Gsial Bl ClSlgn) lS)

ol L b SR sl al) -1

2014 Ao e i) ghill 8 Aol GhhY) aalS Lad 8 el degeane Cipeh
ania (U ALIY) Al Sie ae 2017 ale gl b Adlaidll 8 (gl Aiye yseka 3sag

! Mashreqa Team and Agence France-Presse, “Iranian Militias Continue to Destabilize Deir

Ezzor,” Op.cit.
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! Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, "Wagner in Libya — Combat and Influence’, Rosa Luxemburg

Stiftung, 2020, accessed on 06/05/2025,at: https://rosaluxna.org/publications/wagner-in-libya-
combat-and-influence/ .
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3 BBC, "Wagner: Scale of Russian mercenary mission in Libya exposed', BBC News,

2020,accessed on 06/05/2025,at: https:// www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-58009514 .

4 Department of Defense, “Russia, Wagner Group Continue Military Involvement in Libya,”

2020, accessed on 06/05/2025,at: https:// www.defense.gov/News/News-

Stories/article/article/2287821/russia-wagner-group-continue-military-involvement-in-libya/ .
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3 International Crisis Group, "Russia’s Wagner Group in Africa: Influence, Commercial
Concessions and Human Rights Abuses," Crisis Group, July 31, 2023,accessed on /2025,at:
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/russias-wagner-africa
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! Christophe Chatelot, “In Central African Republic, Wagner has imposed its Pax Russica and
prospers,” Le Monde, June 16, 2024,assecced on 15/05/2025,at: https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-

monde-africa/article/2024/06/16/in-central-african-republic-wagner-has-imposed-its-pax-russica-
and-prospers_6674899 124.html

2 Anyssa Boyer, “Modern Mercenaries: The Wagner Group in Central African Republic,” Case
Studies, International Code of Conduct Association (ICoCA), accessed on 15/05/2025,at:
https://icoca.ch/case-studies/modern-mercenaries-the-wagner-group-in-central-african-republic .
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! Ibid.
2 Human Rights Watch, "Central African Republic: Abuses by Russia-Linked Forces", May 3,
2022, accessed on 15/06/2025,at: https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/05/03/central-african-republic-

abuses-russia-linked-forces.
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! Human Rights Watch, “Central African Republic: Abuses by Russia-Linked Forces,” Op.cit.
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! International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Geneva Convention Relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Geneva Convention), 12 August 1949,

Article 53, accessed 19/05/2025,at: https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gciv-
1949/article-53 .
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' SOFX, “Wagner Group Declares Mission Complete, Withdraws from Mali after 3.5 Years,”
SOFX, June 6, 2025, quoting Al Jazeera and Associated Press, accessed on 17/07/2025,at:
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! Al Jazeera, “Callous: Are Malian Troops and Russian Mercenaries Attacking Civilians?” A/
Jazeera, March 24, 2025, accessed on 17/07/2025,at:
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/3/24/callous-are-malian-troops-and-russian-
mercenaries-attacking-civilians.

2 Al Jazeera, ibid
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! Responsible Statecraft, “Wagner Mercenaries Declare ‘Mission Accomplished’ in Mali,”
Responsible Statecraft, June 16, 2025, quoting a Wagner-affiliated Telegram channel,
accessed on 17/07/2025,at: https://responsiblestatecraft.org/wagner-group-africa-2672360360/.
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! Hennigan, W. J. "What Wagner s Presence in Niger Means for the Region’s Future.” TIME,
July 19, 2023 ,accessed on 18/07/2025,at: https://time.com/6300145/wagner-group-niger-
future/?utm_source=chatgpt.com.

Congressional Research Service, "Russia's War in Ukraine and Wagner Mutiny," July
2023,accessed on 20/05/2025,at:
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external products/IF/HTML/IF12344.web.html
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! France 24, « Est-ce que la ville de Bakhmout dans 1’est de I’'Ukraine est tombée aux mains du
groupe paramilitaire russe Wagner ? », France 24, 12 avril 2023, consulté le 23 /05/2025,
https://www.france24.com/ar/

2 United Nations News, “UN Human Rights Experts ‘Deeply Disturbed’ by Recruitment of
Prisoners by Russia’s Wagner Group,” UN News, 10/03/2023, accessed on 23/05/2025,at:
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/03/1134067 .
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International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, Common

Article 3,accessed on 23/05/2025,at: https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/geneva-
conventions-1949-common-article-3 .

2 Tetiana Katrychenko, Mariia Klymyk, and Lidiia Tarash, Wagner Group: Beyond
Accountability ,Media Initiative for Human Rights, 2023,accessed on 23/05/2025at:
https://mipl.org.ua/en/wagner-group-beyond-accountability .
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ITetiana Katrychenko, Mariia Klymyk, and Lidiia Tarash, Wagner Group: Beyond
Accountability ,Ibid.

2 United Nations News, “UN Human Rights Experts ‘Deeply Disturbed’ by Recruitment of
Prisoners by Russia’s Wagner Group,”Op,cit.
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"VOA News, “Russia, Ukraine Accuse Each Other of Prison Attacks That Killed Ukrainian
POWSs,” Voice of America,29/07/ 2022,accessed on 24/05/2025,at:
https://www.voanews.com/a/russia-ukraine-accuse-each-other-of-prison-attacks-that-killed-
ukrainian-pows-/6679663.html .

2 The Guardian, “UN to Investigate Prison Attack That Killed Dozens of Ukraine Prisoners of

War" , 04/08/2022,accessed on 24/05/2025,at:

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/04/un-to-investigate-prison-attack-that-killed-
dozens-of-ukraine-prisoners-of-war .
3 Edith M. Lederer, “UN Disbands Fact-Finding Mission into Ukraine Prison Deaths,” AP News,
06/01/2023, accessed on 24/05/2025,at: https://apnews.com/article/politics-ukraine-government-
united-nations-antonio-guterres-prisons-8ab66308a0f71bf3f6¢c869¢7464fb37f .
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! Anhelina Sheremet, “Ukrainian Military Intelligence: The Killing of Prisoners of War in
Olenivka Was Arranged by the Mercenaries of ‘PMC Wagner’,” Babel, 29/07/2022,accessed on
24/05/2025,at: https://babel.ua/en/news/8222 1-ukrainian-military-intelligence-the-killing-of-
prisoners-of-war-in-olenivka-was-arranged-by-the-mercenaries-of-pmc-wagner .

ol 10 casil) CLbSl B8 (& lalgu 7 aalyg s chlas’ tdaug Nl el degana G2
https://www.alquds.com/ar/posts/43532  : Jahll e jigia ¢25/05/2025 &N &)li <2023

PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT <«


https://babel.ua/en/news/82221-ukrainian-military-intelligence-the-killing-of-prisoners-of-war-in-olenivka-was-arranged-by-the-mercenaries-of-pmc-wagner
https://babel.ua/en/news/82221-ukrainian-military-intelligence-the-killing-of-prisoners-of-war-in-olenivka-was-arranged-by-the-mercenaries-of-pmc-wagner
https://www.alquds.com/ar/posts/43532

eles e 48] 4l sl SIS dalia Chay WS SLSSY) Byall b gyl
Lasiad) e aglldy Clin (38 (g e Il

in 500 oo S Ao gl 5 Al SoY) Lingy Baly b Clias Liisy §) janal dilia)
Oo sl o) ligaill ol yiels e yealic @lld 8 Lay cdpg )l sl o) aa
Pagglilly cudanll i ageiansg ¢Gilae agalie) 5 Lblaal

Tageyal) DLy DS phall (8 el degandd 35U psall 3laall oda
Wlaall allael) ol 050 43938 Alolse ) dalall o pquall Jald Laa ¢lgass)) )
el A JladY) sda (fia )5 aiag

SEl ClSlginy Apilal Ciusil) ;A gl
(Wypms (LSl i saatia gl Glalie (b lgla e cduSual) dud yield degane S35
SlSlgYl oyl Jiamy LAl aihall CGilias ) B dagies lSlem) clds ¢ Il
(ol BNl ¢ i) JUeYls cAplanall clelacYly ¢ouiaall Halul Cilagiul)
oolig ddgs dgaa Clabiie gl Clulas 2 ¢ oo leall Claie V) Clilac g il
Siliise doad

3 ol Liagady o Sbady) doall ogilall Loulal) oobad) momgs Jladl sda Callas
Angal) Alaleally cudailly Jiall jlaas Al (1949 alad V) Chuia i) ¢ AS il

Buyadl ComihSeY) o ansall Gl (55 (B O9)SE pug)l - Jlalgn (b iy 1olagl e Byl !
) e jisie 2025/05/25 £ wl 2023/01/16 e

O ST gl Jladgu Ecae ) o/ hittps://www.aljazeera.net/politics/2023/1/16
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25/04/ 2023,accessed on 25/05/2025,at: https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1762417/wagner-
group-locations-africa-ukraine-spt .

3> Human Rights Watch, “Mali Army, Wagner Group Disappear, Execute Fulani Civilians,”
Human Rights Watch, July 22, 2025, accessed on 18/07/2025, at:
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! Human Rights Watch, “Wagner Group: Alleged War Crimes in Ukraine and Africa,” Human
Rights Watch, March 2023,accessed on 19/07/2025,at:
https://www.hrw.org/mews/2023/03/30/wagner-group-alleged-war-crimes-ukraine-and-africa

2 International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Commentary on the First Geneva
Convention, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016, accessed on 19/07/2025,at:
https://international-review.icrc.org/articles/commentary-first-geneva-convention-icrc-2016-913

3 Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol 1), 8 June 1977, Article 48,
International Committee of the Red Cross, accessed on 19/07/2025,at: https://ihl-
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Abstract of Master’s Thesis

This study addresses the topic of international responsibility of private military and security
companies (PMSCs), aiming to analyze the extent to which these entities are subject to the
provisions of international responsibility—both in terms of their direct liability for committed
acts and the possibility of attributing those acts to the contracting states.

The research is based on a theoretical analysis of the concepts of criminal and civil
responsibility, alongside a case study focusing on the Russian "Wagner" Group as a prominent
example of the intersection between private military operations and official state policies. The
study reveals a clear international legal vacuum regarding the regulation of these companies,
which often enables them to evade accountability. It concludes that holding a state responsible
for the actions of such companies remains contingent on proving a relationship of control or
subordination.

Keywords:

1/Private Military and Security Companies 2/ International Responsibility 3/ Wagner
Group 4/International Humanitarian Law
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