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Abstract:

The current study aimed to deconstruct satirical political programs as the subject of
investigation, exposing their content and semantic dimensions. Additionally, it sought to
understand the communication practitioners' attitudes and stances towards the political
issues presented on both the Arab and international stages. The study also aimed to unveil
the true nature and objectives of satirical political programs, whether in serving the
citizens, presenting the truth, propaganda, or improving the image of political systems and
manipulating the public.

This research falls within the realm of descriptive-analytical studies, utilizing
content analysis as a tool to dissect the structure of political satire content conveyed by two
programs: "Fawq Al-Sulta” on Al Jazeera channel and "Tonight with Nadim™ on Sky
NEWS Arabic. The study employed purposive sampling, analyzing 24 episodes distributed
across the two programs.

The study yielded several noteworthy results, including the observation that
satirical political programs on Arab television channels indirectly endorse certain political
systems by persistently focusing on specific topics. They selectively obscure aspects
deemed unworthy of the audience's interest or significant to those in power, resulting in a
dualistic media discourse.

The analysis indicated that satirical political programs exercise soft power by using
humor and mockery to influence public opinion and direct attention toward specific
political issues. Furthermore, the study revealed a tendency of these programs to
emphasize negative issues, particularly in the Middle East and North Africa region,
shedding light on political, social, and economic conflicts and challenges in these areas.

The findings also highlighted that satirical political programs tend to thrive in more
democratic and free environments, where criticism is often direct and explicit. In contrast,
in authoritarian settings, satire is expressed through symbolism, metaphors, and allegory,
employing implicit rather than explicit mockery to avoid the scrutiny and arbitrary
punishments of those in power.

Keywords: satire, satirical political programs, Arab television channels, satirist,
satirical critique, Al Jazeera, soft power.
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4 Abdelfettah Benchenna, Dominique Marchetti, Une Offre Sous Conditions. Les Logiques Contemporaines
Du Champ Du Pouvoir Marocain Pour Contréler La Presse Nationale, Etudes Et Travaux d’Eur’ ORBEM,
2020, P162.
5> Abdelfettah Benchenna, Ksikes Driss, Dominique Marchetti, La Presse Au Maroc: Une Economie Trés
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! Vasiliki Plevriti, satirical users- generated Memes as an effective source of political criticism,extending
debate and enhancing civicengagement, Center for Cultural Policy Studies, (The university of Warwick),
2014, p13.

2 James Sherry, Four modes of caricature: reflections upon a genre, Bulletin of Research in the Humanities,
Vol. 87, 1987, p02.
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! Jessica Milner Davis, Satire and politics: The interplay of heritage and practice, Springer, 2017, p04.

2 Anushka kulkarni, Internet meme and politica discourse : A study on the impact of internet meme as a tool
in communicating political satire, journal of content, community, & communication, vol .6, n3, 2017,p13.

¥ Méme,larousse.fr. Consulte : 22 juin 2021, 16 :30h.

4 Alfie Bown, et al, Post memes: Seizing the memes of production, punctum books, 2019, p28.

® Anushka kulkarni, op. cit, p13.
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! Shawna Ross, the (Meme) Master: James's Afterlives in Viral Satire. The Henry James Review, vol38, n3,
2017, p290.

2 Saumya Rastogie, Simran Kashyap, Political memes and perceptions :A study of memes as apolitical
communication tool in the Indian context, proceedings of the5th World conference on media and mass
communication,vol5, n1,2019,p36.

% Clément Renaud, Les memes Internet: dynamiques d’ énonciations sue le réseau social chinois sina Weibo,
Travaux de linguistique, vol 2, n73, 2016, pp27-28.

sl )S)A ct;i\d;;\!\ Glalan) s cdanbud) L@Ilb_.\:}i:} d}; aguna P Jdas :5)/;1..»!\ GA\)J“ s@bﬂ;ﬂ i 4
52 2 2017 21 232l bl ¢ ads sl cdasiiall caludjally alaSU

81



:\.ub.\ﬂ (é)h.\ﬂ JLEY‘J

29 518 Lo duyenl) A5l 5 LWl (pmiy cAdle draled CbalA (663 (ya BAL jseall 03¢]
S (e agalely i

5 e Al Juasid dleall 5 Al Memes ) adis L Gl :daleally dyadl
23 Ay i)y AdlE Salh ol Gias o Galaill ) cAims degene 5 padd e ALl
Lrelaall 55 dulually 4853l )yras

Balel (aladl) ash Cum (Clgl) g ity Memes Lokt of (Sa 1 dlly cisill A6
Aebisat ol aauns cilae el 138 (035 O (e Ljansis Balely lgaia

Y Jie AS el A dijeall o aaball Lo lawall (o daall adia 1 ABLEY 48l
Csngiy () il G adinalls Lalia] Slgs 0 (S Lo dsnil) ismasall ol digasalil) eyl
bl

Ldls ST Lgbeay Lae gl adalie 5 pual) aladialy clesd) sl o Lo Wl 4y
orand) ) Al Gageaills A5lie Gy

Cin @ jaal jee L 05 Le Wle oS cde ju Aaild Memes g O (Sa @ el Byancd
Gusedll Clga o mall o @lld daay 8 (G gyl GulaY) ) el Jay
Agimnd e BalEY) GAY) Clangall ]

L AL asall (o AB) (NG

ipaall o Glad) (s adiad 28 Baiee dpdilly Glad) o ALY GF Gald) o
o g 3 Jl) i o cdime Ll 5als ol 5,88 sl o dalKall e el dlusS
o 4t aall Ale Gl dila) ae doabad) Gluaddl) Y §Hea o gging Y al
f Dol o) Adipe Glawl yualie G685 L sale a1 Lali ey aSlu B Ja ) 5L
Iy 8 La ISV e sl 22 o oS QA ilialy caigiY) o dejan aydis LgiS)Lie
BSladl) 1 fie Aabiaall dpandl il o) pan aadid LS (Gailly gl ahaliey geall

Al Ja sl Auleall A1 2ay S (Al o 5L

1 Jessica Drakett, et al, Old jokes, new media—Online sexism and constructions of gender in Internet memes,
Feminism & psychology, vol. 28, no 1, 2018, p10.

2 Johusa Samuel F, A Pragmatic analysis of the discourse of humour and irony in selected memes on social
media. International Journal of Language and Literary Studies, vol. 2, no 2, 2020, p82.
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