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Summary of the Novel Sierra de Muerte

Sierra de Muerte is a histo'rical novel by Algerian author Abdelouahab Aissaoui, published in
2014 by the Wilaya Association for Thought and Creativity in El Oued. The novel presents
scenes from the journey of prisoners transferred from the "Fort de Fan Darriagues" camp in
southern France to the "Ain El Asra" camp in Djelfa, Algeria.

Through the fictional character Manuel, the story explores the life of prisoners during the first
half of the 20th century, following the fall of Spain to Franco's regime and the defeat of the
Republicans in the Spanish Civil War. The camp mentioned in the novel had also seen the
passage of notable figures such as the poet Max Aub and French philosopher Roger Garaudy,
among others. The detainees included Spanish, French, Polish, and other communist activists.
The first part of the novel introduces the Spanish characters Pablo and Manuel, who recall the
fall of Barcelona three years earlier, drawing the reader in through their dialogue. Manuel
soon emerges as the main protagonist and narrator, carrying with him the symbolic and
fictional place "Sierra de Muerte", created by the author.

The novel portrays not only the harsh realities of imprisonment, but also the relationships
between the detainees and the local Algerian population, including their involvement in trade
and smuggling. It also delves into the psychological state of the prisoners, capturing their

dreams, hallucinations, and inner struggles within the confines of the camp.

Keywords: Cultural backgrounds — Conflict — Sierra de Muerte — The novel —
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