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Summary:

Emir Abdelkader is considered one of the most prominent figures of the
Algerian national resistance during the period from 1833 to 1847. He was
raised in an environment rich in knowledge and learning, which helped him
acquire broad knowledge in various sciences. He memorized the Holy
Quran at the age of twelve and was known for his intelligence, wisdom, and
courage. On February 4, 1833, the people of western Algeria in the region
of Ghriss pledged allegiance to him to lead the jihad against French
colonialism, and he made the city of Mascara the center of his rule. From
that time, he began building an organized state based on Islamic principles,
establishing an administrative system with ministers assigned specific tasks.
He also built a complete political system, sought to enforce justice and
authority within his state's institutions, and focused on unifying the country
under one flag and a strong capital. In the military field, he formed a trained
regular army and another irregular one, ensuring their needs were met and
organizing them eftectively. He relied on well-planned defensive strategies
against the French, which proved effective in several battles, notably the
Battle of the Macta in 1835, which inflicted heavy losses on the French
forces, and the Battle of Sidi Brahim in 1845. Numerous other

confrontations showed the strength of his resistance. France found it very

difficult to eliminate his resistance in a short time, unlike many other

resistance movements.
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