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Study Summary:

This study attempts to address the role of the energy factor in determining national
interest from 1999 to 2019, in light of the case of Algeria. This study focuses on the most
important factors that govern the formulation of its external energy policy in a way that
achieves the national interest.

The energy sector is of great strategic importance to Algeria's foreign policy, given
its vast and diverse energy potential, both renewable and non-renewable. Therefore,
during the period from 1999 to 2019, Algerian decision-makers sought to make
numerous amendments to the legal framework governing the hydrocarbons sector,
attempting to leverage and exploit it in a manner that serves the national interest. This
was achieved by liberalizing the sector with the aim of encouraging and attracting
minimal investment, thereby doubling exploration and production, increasing the
country's exports, generating material gains in hard currency, and achieving its national
interest. However, this definition does not serve the country's long-term interests, given
its association with resources threatened by depletion. This has prompted the country to
turn to alternative energy, particularly solar energy, by establishing large-scale projects
and attempting to enter into foreign partnerships in this field. The goal is to export this
energy, but progress has not yet reached the desired level and is not possible in the near
term.

Keywords: Energy policy, energy security, national interest, Algeria
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