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Abstract of The master thesis

Penal institution expenditures constitute an increasing financial burden on state budgets,
especially in light of the continuous increase in the number of inmates and the
expanding requirements for employment, rehabilitation, and healthcare within these
institutions. In Algeria, penal institutions have come to consume a significant portion of
the public budget allocated to the justice sector, indirectly impacting the funding of
other essential sectors such as health, education, and housing.

These expenditures are distributed across several items, including: accommodation and
food costs, security and surveillance, healthcare, vocational rehabilitation, and
administrative management. This makes the penal institution a financially and
economically costly entity, with limited returns in terms of effective reintegration.

The continued use of custodial sentences as the first choice in criminal policy leads to
an increase in the number of prisoners, thereby increasing pressure on prison
infrastructure and increasing associated expenses. This reality compels the state to seek
effective penal alternatives, such as alternative punishments, expanding partnerships
with the private sector, and developing productive activities within prisons to reduce the
financial burden. This analytical vision aims to draw attention to the need to reconsider
penal policies, ensuring a balance between the requirements of security and justice and
the sustainability of public financial resources.
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