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Abstract

In an era where digital dimensions intertwine with our lived reality, and with
the continuous development of technology and communications, the topic of
virtual identity emerges as a subject that requires study and analysis. Daily
interactions within virtual communities form a space for redefining the self and
drawing a personal image of the individual in the virtual environment.

This study aims to explore the virtual identity of female university students.
The field study was conducted on a "sample of female university students residing
in Dr. Belarbi Abdelkader Female Residence in Mostaganem" estimated at 100
individuals in the random sample. In this study, we relied on a combination of
quantitative and qualitative methods using the survey questionnaire and interview
tools. The study reached the following main results:

* Female university students use various social media platforms and join virtual
communities with educational and cultural themes motivated by learning and
cultural enrichment as well as discovering common interests and skills. They also
use one account for each site and invite friends to join these communities.

* Students interact under pseudonyms for fear of harassment and to interact
freely, and they do not share their personal photos because their families do not
allow it and for fear of harassment. While the virtual identity affects their
relationships in the virtual community, it also gives them more freedom of
expression and gains them skills that develop their real identity.

* Virtual identity represents the real identity of female university students, as they
declare all of their hobbies, residence, study, gender, date of birth, and marital
status.

Keywords:

Identity -Virtual identity- Virtual community- Female university student
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