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Determinants of Talent Selection in Football Training Academies in Western
Algeria (Under 13 Category)

A Field Study in Some Football Schools in the Wilayas of Oran and
Mostaganem

This study aims to identify the key determinants of talent selection in football
training schools in western Algeria for players under the age of 13, and to
explore the most important criteria used in selecting young football players. A
sample of 30 coaches from various age categories in football schools in the
Wilayas of Oran and Mostaganem was randomly selected. Data were collected
through a questionnaire distributed to these coaches.

After statistical analysis of the data, the study reached several findings. Most
notably, talent selection in these training schools relies heavily on technical
skills compared to physical attributes, while morphological characteristics
receive less attention in the selection process. The results also revealed an
imbalance in how coaches consider these factors when selecting the most
talented players.

Moreover, the study found a lack of adequate resources, particularly scientific
tools for precise player evaluation. This deficiency may lead to the exclusion of
some talents before they reach full development. Therefore, football training
schools need to improve their training capabilities and adopt modern evaluation
methods, with an emphasis on integrating physical, technical, and morphological
aspects to ensure more efficient talent selection.

Based on the results, the study presents several recommendations, including
organizing training workshops for coaches to unify selection methods according
to accurate scientific standards, and providing the necessary tools and equipment
to assess physical aspects (such as devices for measuring speed, endurance, and
strength). Additionally, the use of sports performance analysis software is
advised to monitor player development and assess abilities accurately. The study
also recommends supporting further research on scientific determinants of talent
identification in football and promoting collaboration between training schools
and professional clubs to ensure the progression of talented players to higher
levels.

Keywords: Selection, Talented Players, Football Training Schools, Football.
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