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Study Abstract

This study, entitled **Political Communication and Its Impact on

Algerian Public Opinion*, stems from the following central question: To

what extent does political communication through social media

influence Algerian public opinion? Several sub-questions are derived

from this main inquiry, including:

To what extent does political content on social media affect public
opinion?

What are the main political issues and topics that capture public
attention?

How much trust do audiences place in political content shared via
social media?

How do domestic political issues influence public opinion compared
to international political issues?

How does political communication on social media shape the

public’s political understanding and perceptions?

The objectives of this study were as follows:

To explore the role of political communication via social media and
its influence on public opinion.

To assess the impact of political content disseminated through social
media on public opinion.

To identify the most prominent political issues and topics that engage

public interest on social media platforms.
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- To provide an analytical reading of the effect of domestic political
issues, as discussed on social media, in comparison with political
topics, and to examine the extent of audience engagement with these
issues.

- To evaluate the influence of political communication via social

media on political concepts and awareness within public opinion.

The study employed a set of methodological procedures, most notably the
descriptive method, relying on a questionnaire as the primary research
tool. This questionnaire was administered to PhD students in Information,
Communication, and Political Sciences at Algerian universities, who
formed the study’s population and sample. Participants were selected

through random sampling.

After processing and analyzing the questionnaire data, several key findings
emerged, including:

- Social media platforms have gained significant importance in
political communication due to their influence through political
content, becoming channels through which political parties and
figures communicate their agendas, while simultaneously serving as
open spaces for users to express political views—contributing to the
reinforcement and deepening of democratic values.

- Platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have become
powerful political tools for introducing political issues and tracking

news developments from various angles. They now represent a
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critical stage in citizens’ social and political engagement, particularly
among youth.

Social media plays a decisive role in providing political information
and news. It is increasingly used as a source of political information,
thereby establishing its presence in the political lives of individuals
as an active news channel for exchanging timely updates.

The public increasingly relies on social media as a primary source for
accessing and sharing political topics and news, due to its immediacy
and accessibility. This shift has led to greater participation,
interaction, and political debate, often casting doubt on the credibility
of traditional media such as newspapers, television, and radio.
Moreover, social media has become a source of political content for
many traditional media outlets.

Social media contributes to the democratization of political
communication by allowing individuals from all sectors of society to
freely share their political thoughts, views, and positions on various
ISsues.

The ability of social media to transmit political information in ways
that surpass the limitations of traditional media, like press, radio, and
television, presents both new opportunities and challenges for
political communication. These platforms enable controversial
discussions or strong criticisms of political messages of parties and
the statements of the political figures, contributing to a shift from

one-way communication to interactive, two-way communication.
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Keywords: Political communication, social media, influence, Algerian

public opinion.
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