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Abstract

This comparative study examines the evolution of the "Layla and Majnun™
legend from its roots in classical Arabic literature to its zenith in Persian literature.
Originating in the Umayyad era, the story served as a quintessential symbol of
Arabic "Udhri" (chaste) love, focusing on purity, tribal constraints, and the
psychological anguish of Qays. However, as the narrative transitioned into Persian
literature, it underwent a profound transformation, most notably by the poet Nizami
Ganjavi in the 12th century. The comparative analysis highlights how Persian
literature elevated this tragic earthly romance into a deep Sufi and philosophical
allegory, where human love becomes a metaphor for the soul's yearning for the
Divine. The study concludes that the myth evolved from a localized Arabic romantic
narrative reflecting social realities into a universal, spiritual epic in Persian literature,
demonstrating the profound cross-cultural literary exchange between the two
traditions.

Keywords:Layla and Majnun, Persian Literature, Udhri Love, Sufism, Nizami
Ganjavi, Comparative Study, Literary Myth.




