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Summary:

The reformist discourse is considered one of the most important types of discourse, as
it addresses various societal issues and works to highlight and resolve them in accordance
with the principles and solid foundations of Islamic teachings, focusing in particular on
correct creed (‘aqidah). This can only be achieved if the preacher is skilled and capable of
influencing perspectives and shaping orientations through his unique style and strong
personality, enabling him to present topics to others with full confidence.

In this context, our research presents a unique model embodied in the Algerian sheikh Sa‘id
bin Muhammad al-Sharif, known as Abu Ya‘la al-Zawawi, who is considered a religious
preacher renowned for addressing religious topics through outstanding reformist sermons. We
have focused on a selection of his sermons found in the book Khutab Abi Ya‘la al-Zawawi,
specifically: a sermon on reform, a sermon on the Isra and Mi‘raj, a sermon on enjoining good
and forbidding evil, a sermon on Hajj, and a sermon for Eid al-Adha.

He is one of the reformist figures of the Algerian nation, who contributed through his writings
to producing sermons that captivate readers and astonish listeners. These sermons were
delivered spontaneously but with thorough preparation. We analyzed them from a pragmatic
perspective, concentrating on the following mechanisms: argumentation, conversational
implicature, speech acts, and presupposition — thereby achieving persuasion and impact on
the audience in a way that leaves them affected and convinced by the presented topic.
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