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Abstract:

This doctoral research explores the role of Face book as a social media
platform in shaping the political culture of university students, a demographic
that represents a vital segment of youth engaged in the digital public sphere.
The study is grounded in the premise That social networking sites,
particularly Facebook, have become influential tools for political
communication, knowledge acquisition, and civic expression in contemporary
societies.

The research adopts a quantitative methodological approach, utilizing a
structured questionnaire distributed to a purposive sample of university
students. The data were analyzed according to five key dimensions: patterns
of Facebook usage, political motives and gratifications, the impact on
political knowledge, reinforcement of political values, and influence on
political behavior.

The findings reveal that Facebook is widely used by students not only for
entertainment and social connection but also as a primary source for
accessing political content. The majority of respondents reported frequent
exposure to political posts, particularly on national issues, and a tendency to
engage with such content through likes, comments, and sharing. The platform
was also found to support freedom of expression, facilitate political
discussions, and serve as a space for following political figures and
institutions.

However, the study also indicates that this digital political engagement
tends to remain largely symbolic or passive, with limited translation into
formal political participation (e.g., joining parties or political organizations).
This is attributed to several factors, including limited trust in political actors,
the entertainment-oriented nature of the platform, and students’ preference
for expressive over participatory engagement.

In conclusion, the study affirms that Facebook plays a significant role in
shaping a new form of political culture among university students—one that is
more interactive, and digitally mediated. While the platform enhances
political awareness and the visibility of political discourse, it also poses
challenges related to the credibility of content, selective exposure, and depth
of political involvement.

Keywords:

The Role, Social Media, Political Culture, University Students.
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2Johnson, L, Influencers and Their Impact on Voter Behavior, Op, cit, P56.
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