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Summary :

This dissertation addresses the historical play centered on the life of
Cleopatra, the Egyptian queen, who has inspired numerous
theatrical works across various world literatures. These portrayals
have differed from one writer to another and across time periods, as
each depiction i1s shaped by the author’s perspective and the
surrounding socio-cultural context.

In this regard, two prominent representations stand out : those of
Ahmed Shawqi and William Shakespeare. Shawqi presents
Cleopatra in his play The Death of Cleopatra as a patriotic queen
fighting for the advancement and defense of Egypt, while



Shakespeare, in Antony and Cleopatra, portrays her more in line
with Roman historical narratives, which creates a stark contrast
between the two versions.

This dissertation attempts a comparative study between the two
plays, highlighting the similarities and differences in how both
playwrights interpreted and constructed the character of Cleopatra
within their respective historical and artistic frameworks.

Keywords : Cleopatra Play, Ahmed Shawqi, William Shakespeare,
the Egyptian Queen



