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Abstract of The master thesis

In our study, we addressed the criminal liability of maritime carriers in Algerian legislation.
This multifaceted study examined various legislative texts and theories. We began by
presenting the importance of the maritime carrier in the maritime transport process, as it is the
fundamental pillar of commercial exchanges and one of the most important parties to the
maritime freight transport contract. We then explained criminal liability for the commission of
maritime crimes. Maritime transport has evolved, particularly in territorial and international
waters, with the development of commercial exchanges and the increase in passenger traffic.
This development has led to an increase in damages and risks to goods and people, due to
negligence or a lack of precautions to mitigate these risks. This confirms the existence of civil
liability, borne by the maritime carrier, as it relates to a breach of contractual obligations, the
goal of which is to achieve a result: preserving the safety of persons or goods to the port of
arrival. Of course, the existence of civil liability based on breach of contractual terms does not
negate the existence of criminal liability, based on error or intent, for which the maritime
carrier bears the criminal penalty. This is what was studied in this memorandum, through two
main parts: Defining the regulatory framework for the maritime carrier from a criminal
perspective, by regulating the various crimes committed by the maritime carrier, relying on
Law 98-05 amending and supplementing the Algerian Maritime Code. We also attempted to
define the limits of the maritime carrier's criminal liability in terms of persons and time, as
well as in terms of the procedures for filing a lawsuit and the mechanisms for its initiation.
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