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Abstract

This study examines Sufism as a spiritual and intellectual
phenomenon that has played a significant role in shaping cultural
heritage through an exploration of the experience of Jalal al-Din Rumi,
one of the most prominent figures of Sufism, and the perspective of
Annemarie Schimmel, who devoted a substantial part of her academic
work to the study of Sufism and its introduction to Western audiences.

The study aims to identify the major Sufi values manifested in
Rumi’s thought and to highlight their educational, spiritual, and
aesthetic dimensions. It also seeks to examine how Annemarie
Schimmel received and interpreted these values and presented them to
Western readers. Furthermore, the study explores aspects of cultural
interaction and civilizational dialogue between East and West through
the study of Sufism within the framework of comparative and world
literature.

The study concludes that Sufism, with its universal human and
spiritual values, constitutes a fertile ground for intercultural dialogue
and contributes to promoting mutual understanding among peoples.
Consequently, Rumi’s experience and Schimmel’s interpretation of it
represent a distinguished model of cultural interaction between East and
West.

Keywords: Sufism, Rumi, Annemarie Schimmel, Sufi Values,

Orientalism.
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