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Summary:

his thesis presents an analytical and critical study of the works of Algerian artist Baya
Mahieddine, an iconic figure in modern Maghreb visual art. The first part situates the evolution
of painting in Algeria while highlighting the significant role played by women in this artistic
landscape. It also explores Baya’s artistic biography, emphasizing the key stages of her career
and her interactions with international artists such as Pablo Picasso and André Breton. The
second chapter focuses on the stylistic and technical characteristics of her works: the use of
color, lines, forms, and symbols. An in-depth analysis of selected paintings reveals the richness
of her visual language and her unique approach to representation. The third chapter offers a
critical reading of her artworks, addressing their aesthetic dimensions, symbolic content, and
cultural significance, while evaluating her influence on both Algerian and international art
scenes. This research highlights the originality of Baya Mahieddine’s pictorial universe, rooted in
so-called "naive" art, expressing an Algerian feminine identity that is poetic, symbolic, and
liberating.
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