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Abstract

This study examined Generative Transformational Grammar as presented by Abdelkader
Fassi Fihri, considering it one of the most influential modern linguistic theories that brought
about a radical shift in the study of language. The theory is grounded in the mentalist approach,
which views language as an innate human faculty and assumes that speakers are capable of

producing an unlimited number of sentences from a limited set of linguistic rules.

The study demonstrated that generative and transformational rules constitute the core of
the theory, as they explain the relationships among different linguistic structures and reveal the
underlying connections between them through transformational processes such as deletion,
insertion, movement, and substitution. These processes highlight the human ability to
reorganize linguistic structures while preserving meaning and achieving various

communicative purposes.

The study also explored the impact of Generative Transformational Grammar on Arab
linguistic thought, showing that it attracted considerable attention from Arab scholars who
sought to apply its concepts to the analysis of the Arabic language and to relate them to the
Arabic grammatical tradition. Furthermore, the study revealed points of convergence between
some concepts of modern linguistic theory and issues addressed by classical Arab grammarians,
while also pointing out certain difficulties in applying the theory to Arabic due to the specific
nature of its linguistic system and differences in methodological backgrounds.

Keywords: Generative Transformational Grammar; Abdelkader Fassi Fihri; Arab

Linguistic Thought.



