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Abstract:

Our study, titled The Symbolic Significance of Violence in "Squid
Game" Season 2: A Semiological Analysis of Selected Scenes*, falls
within the framework of semiological studies. The study aimed to
explore the explicit and implicit meanings, connotations, and symbols of
violent scenes in Squid Game Season 2. The central research question
was: What are the symbolic significances of the violent scenes in Squid
GameSeason 27

We employed a semiological analysis methodology, as it is the
most suitable approach for such studies, and relied on Roland Barthes'
frameworkas a tool for analysis. The study sample was intentionally
selected, consisting of scenes from Squid Game, with five episodes
chosen based on specific criteria, including the absence of overtly
violent scenes in some episodes and the repetition of similar violent
scenes in earlier episodes.

Following the analysis, the key findings were as follows:

- Violence manifested in various forms and types across the scenes,
with physical, verbal, and even psychological violence being the most
dominant.

- The director successfully usedvisual elementssuch as colors, set
design, lighting, and musicto embody the manifestations of violence.

- The director employed violent scenes within the game’s
framework, depicting players brutally fighting under the game’s rules,
which metaphorically reflect the rules of the capitalist system in real life.

- The director demonstrated that no one is born evil; rather, each
character has motives that drive them to engage in violence for survival,



justifying their actions—whether they are players, soldiers, or even the
leader.

Keywords: Violence — Symbolic Significance — Semiological
Analysis — Squid Game:« Series — Roland Barthes' Approach
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