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Abstract:

Semantic (topical) dictionaries have been known since the early stages of
lexicography in the first Hijri century because of their role in preserving the Arabic
language and collecting its scattered vocabulary. They may also be considered the first
foundation for what is now called the Semantic Field Theory. Hence, this study is
entitled: “The Semantic Field in Semantic Dictionaries: Al-Alfaz Al-Kitabiyyah by Al-
Hamadhani as a Model.”

The early manifestations of this type of linguistic dictionary were represented by
treatises that gathered words revolving around a single meaning. The first chapter was
devoted to the concept of the semantic field, its types, and its relationship with semantic
dictionaries, which is reflected in the semantic classification of words through grouping
words with similar meanings into shared thematic fields. It also addressed the origins and
development of semantic dictionaries in the Arab heritage, as well as the essential
differences between them and lexical dictionaries.

As for the applied aspect, it focused on the book Al-Alfaz Al-Kitabiyyah by Al-
Hamadhani, which is considered one of the most important and well-known works of
semantic dictionaries. The book collects scattered vocabulary from the language and
arranges it under titled thematic sections, making it easier for the reader to find the
precise word corresponding to its meaning. This dictionary was built upon the idea of
semantic fields, which has today become one of the most prominent modern semantic
theories. The book also includes various semantic relations, the most significant of which,
as identified in the studied chapter (“The Chapter of Love”), are synonymy,
polysemy/homonymy, inclusion, and specification.

Keywords: Semantic dictionaries, semantic fields, Al-Alfaz Al-Kitabiyyah, semantic




