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Abstract

This study, entitled Pun as Viewed Through the Argumentative Theory: Surah
Ar-Rahman as a Model, seeks to highlight one of the rhetorical devices of ‘Iim
al-Badi, namely Tawriya (pun), which is considered one of the most prominent
rhetorical styles combining artistic beauty with persuasive power. Tawriya is
based on the use of a single term that carries two meanings: a near meaning,
which first comes to the recipient’s mind but is not intended, and a distant
meaning, which is the intended one and remains hidden. This hidden meaning
encourages reflection and stimulates the reader to reach the intended
interpretation. Thus, Tawriya is one of the rhetorical techniques that opens broad
horizons for the diversity of meanings and the multiplicity of connotations.

In this research, we focus on the Holy Qur’an, specifically Surah Ar-Rahman, in
order to better understand how Tawriya is employed in Qur’anic expression. We
observed its presence in certain verses not merely as an ornamental rhetorical
device, but rather as a technique that strengthens Qur’anic argumentation by
attracting the recipient’s attention and encouraging deeper reflection on the
intended meaning.

Keywords: Rhetoric, Ilm al-Badr‘, Tawriya, Argumentation, Argumentative
Theory, Surah Ar-Rahman.
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