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Abstract

Letterism in Algerian plastic arts is considered one of the most prominent artistic trends
that sought to employ the Arabic letter as an aesthetic element and an identity symbol
reflecting the specificity of Arab-Islamic culture. Its emergence was linked to the
development of modern plastic arts in Algeria, where artists worked on blending heritage
and Arabic calligraphy with contemporary artistic styles such as abstraction and symbolism.
The various Arabic letterist schools ranged between the conservative traditional approach
and the modern abstract approach, which contributed to enriching the Algerian experience
both visually and intellectually. Algerian plastic arts also demonstrated a close connection
to identity and popular heritage through the inspiration of local symbols, ornaments, and
colors.

Through the study of the works of Rachid Koraichi, Mohamed Bouthlidja, and
Abdelhamid Bouzid, it becomes evident that letterism was not merely an aesthetic form of
writing, but rather evolved into a visual artistic language based on visual rhythm, symbolism,
and artistic composition. The artists differed in their methods of employing the letter
between abstraction, symbolic expression, and the fusion of classical calligraphy with
contemporary techniques. However, they all shared the objective of highlighting the
aesthetic values of the Arabic letter and enriching its artistic dimension.

These experiences confirm that Algerian letterism contributed to the development of
contemporary Arab art and granted it a visual dimension that expresses both authenticity and

artistic openness at the same time.

Keywords: Letterism — Algerian Plastic Art — Formal Dimension..



